
FLAG BURING 2

SUPPLIES: 
Flag to be retired, folded into a triangle
Fire 
Someone to play TAPS or a recording
Safety supplies: Fire extinguisher, shovel, bucket of water 1st aid kit

PEOPLE: 
Color Guard for retired flag = 6 to 8 girls
Caller
MC

The Color Guard has 1 person carrying the folded flag and should be front and center 
to the rest of the Guard. 

MC: Ceremonies for disposing unserviceable flags originated at the American Legion 
National Convention of 1937. The flag Code suggests (not require) that “when a flag has 
served its useful purpose, it should be destroyed, preferably by burning.” The burning of 
a flag at any other time is disrespectful. This solemn ceremony will be conducted with 
the utmost respect. I ask that the audience please remain silent throughout the ceremony. 

CALLER: Color Guards attention! Will the audience please rise. Color Guard Advance. 
Color Guard halt! 

MC:  at this time you may read a poem or sing a sing When the flag of our country has 
become worn or damaged, the proper way to dispose of it is through burning or burial. 
We are here tonight to pay our last respects to this flag with love and reverence. EaCh 
stripE stands for one of the original 13 colonies, and each state is represented by a star 
on the field of blue. 

CALLER: Color Guard retire the colors  The Color Guard unfolds the flag and each 
corner is held tightly.  the entire flag is laid onto the coals, flat. If you attempt tp burn it 
while folded, it will take far too long. If you have a large flag you may have to fold it  
once but try not to do too many layers. Once the flag is on the coals do not use hands to 
move it around! As the flag is consumed sing a song such as God Bless America or Star 
Spangled Banner. 

MC: Thank you for attending our flg ceremony. The leaders and Color Guard will 
remain until the fire is extinguished.



IMPORTANT NOTES!

Follow all current safety guidelines from National. Make sure to go over them with the girls in advance 
of the ceremony. 

If you are retiring more than 1 flag, this is not the best process for you as full sized flags take too long. 
Consider one in which the stripes are cut or only buringing 1 flag and turnign the rest over to someone 
who can do those which remain. 

Make sure that all pieces of the flag have been completely burned. It is suggested to use hot coals rather 
than a fire for 2 reasons. Placing pieces of coals will be easier for the girls and a fire tends to blow up 
pieces of fabric and you do't want bits of the flag flying everywhere. 

Allow the fire to die down on it's own, never use water to put it out. However, once the fire is 
considered to be fully gone, dirt should be shoveled on top so as to prevent any embers from causing a 
serious fire. 


